Medical management of acute cerebral ischemia in the elderly.
Stroke ranks third as a cause of death in much of the industrial world, surpassed only by heart disease and cancer. Thrombotic and embolic arterial occlusions are the leading causes of cerebral infarction. Once a major cerebral infarction has occurred, therapy is limited to the prevention of complications and rehabilitation. Identification and treatment of stroke-prone patients are now not a standard part of medical practice. However, the proper management of the patient with acute cerebral ischemic or progressing stroke is a subject of debate. Treatment of progressing or acute cerebral ischemia is aimed at prevention of infarction in areas of the brain that are still viable. A number of therapeutic strategies are currently being investigated in the management of ischemic stroke.